DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND ETHICS
OFFICE OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING

The District of Columbia Board of Elections and Ethics (Board), at its regular meeting
held April 5, 2006, took final action to adopt the following amendments to Chapter 30,
“Campaign Finance Operations,” 3 DCMR §§3000-3002, 3004, 3006, 3008-3011, 3013,
and 3017 (49 DCR 2731: March 22, 2002); Chapter 31, “Lobbying,” 3 DCMR §§3101-
3102 (49 DCR 2731: March 22, 2002); Chapter 32, “Financial Disclosure,” 3 DCMR
§§3200-3202 (49 DCR 2731: March 22, 2002); Chapter 33, “Conlflict of Interest,” 3
DCMR §§3300 et seq. (49 DCR 2731: March 22, 2002); Chapter 34, “Campaign
Finance Record Keeping,” 3 DCMR §§3400-3402 (47 DCR 2171: March 24, 2000);
Chapter 37, Investigations,” 3 DCMR §§3704 and 3710-3712 (49 DCR 2731: March 22,
2002; and Chapter 99, “Definitions,” 3 DCMR §9900.1, in not less than thirty (30) days
from the date of publication of this Notice in the D.C. Register.

The proposed amendments represent updates and changes to the rules of the Board’s
Office of Campaign Finance (OCF). Specifically, the majority of the rules augments and
clarifies campaign finance, lobbying, financial disclosure, conflict of interest and record
keeping procedures to provide the general public and OCF filers with a better
understanding of the agency processes. Moreover, amendments were incorporated to
align the regulations with redesigned OCF applications and forms, especially those listed
on the website at www.ocf.dc.gov.

The amendment to §3001.3 refers to D.C. Law 16-0034, the “Exploratory Committee
Disclosure Informational Report and Contribution Prohibition Temporary Amendment
Act of 2005.” The rule will alert the “exploratory” or “testing the waters” candidate to
file an informational report with OCF.

Also, the amendments to Chapter 32, the proposed “Conflict of Interest and Use of
Government Resources for Campaign-Related Purposes,” incorporate regulations
spawned by D.C. Law 14-36, the “Campaign Finance Amendment Act of 2001,” which
was enacted on October 13, 2001. The proposed rules explain the prohibitions on the use
of District government resources for campaign related activities.

AMEND §3000, “Organization of Political Committees,” by deleting current
subsections 3000.13-3000.18, and substituting the following new subsections:

3000.13 When either the office of chairperson or treasurer of a political committee,
pursuant to 3 D.C.M.R. §3000.12, is vacant, the political committee shall
perform the following:

(a) Inform the alternate chairperson or treasurer to serve in the interim,
upon receipt of the resignation, if applicable, of the affected
officer;



3000.14

3000.15

3000.16.

3000.17

(b) Designate a successor chairperson or treasurer, within five (5) days
of the vacancy; and

(©) Amend its statement of organization within 10 days of the
designation of the successor; Provided, that the successor officer
agrees to accept the position.

A contribution or expenditure shall not be accepted or made by, or on
behalf, of a political committee under the following conditions:

(a) When the office of treasurer is vacant; and

(b) No other person has been designated and has agreed to perform the
functions of treasurer.

Each expenditure made for, or on behalf, of a political committee shall be
authorized only by the following:

(a) Chairperson;

(b) Treasurer; or

(c) Their designated agent, as listed at §3000.1.
A chairperson shall be required to file the following:

(a) A statement of acceptance, on a form prescribed by the Director,
and a copy of written notification sent to the address of record of
the treasurer and candidate, if an authorized committee, within five
(5) days of assuming the office; and

(b) A statement of withdrawal, on a form prescribed by the Director,
and a copy of written notification sent to the address of record of
the treasurer and candidate, if an authorized committee, within five
(5) days of vacating the office.

A treasurer shall be required to file the following:

(a) A statement of acceptance, on a form prescribed by the Director,
and a copy of written notification sent to the address of record of
the chairperson and candidate, if an authorized committee, within
forty-eight (48) hours of assuming the office;

(b) Periodic R&E Reports, under §3008, signed by the treasurer or, if
unavailable, the designated agent, under §3000.1; Provided, that
the treasurer shall be responsible for all Reports and statements due
to the Director during the treasurer’s tenure; and

(c) A statement of withdrawal on a form prescribed by the Director,
and a copy of written notification sent to the address of record of
the chairperson and candidate, if an authorized committee, within
forty-eight (48) hours of vacating the office.



3000.18

3000.19

A person shall not serve as chairperson and treasurer of a political
committee simultaneously, except the following: (a) A candidate; or (b) A

proposer or opponent of an initiative, referendum or recall measure or
charter amendment.

Each political committee shall amend its Statement of Organization within
ten (10) days of any change in information previously reported on its
Statement of Organization.

AMEND §3001, “Exploratory, Draft, or “Testing the Waters” Committees,” by
deleting current subsection 3001.3 and substituting the following new subsection:

3001.3

Each committee shall be required to file informational reports, in
accordance with §3008.

AMEND §3002, “Candidate Status,” by deleting current subsection 3002.5, and
substituting the following new subsection:

3002.5

An Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner (ANC) Summary Financial
Statement shall be filed no later than thirty (30) days after the certification
of the election results by the following:

(a) ANC candidates, pursuant to §1616, who qualified for the ballot by
the write-in process;

(b) ANC candidates, pursuant to §§1608 and 1609, who qualified for
the ballot by the nominating petition process;

(c) ANC candidates who accepted contributions or made expenditures;
and did not qualify for the ballot, pursuant to §§1608, 1609 and
1616; and

(d) ANC candidates who qualified as candidates for selection in the
ANC vacancy filling process, pursuant to §1310.

AMEND §3004, “Candidate Waiver from Filing and Reporting Requirements,”
by deleting current subsection 3004.4, and substituting the following new subsection:

3004.4

A candidate may make an expenditure from personal funds to the
candidate’s designated principal campaign committee, which expenditure
shall then be reported by the principal campaign committee as a
contribution received; and, as a loan, when accompanied by a written
instrument attesting thereto, pursuant to §3011.7.

AMEND §3006, “Designation of Existing Political Committee,” by deleting
current subsection 3006.1, and substituting the following new subsection:



3006.1

Except as provided in §3006.2, an existing political committee may be
designated as the principal campaign committee of a candidate if the
existing political committee meets the following conditions:

(a) The Statement of Organization of the existing political committee
indicates that the existing political committee is an unauthorized
committee, pursuant to §3000.7, including any independent or
political action committee; and

(b) R&E Reports of the existing political committee are current.

AMEND §3008, “Financial Reports and Statements,” by deleting the section in

its entirety, and adding the following new section:

3008

3008.1

3008.2

3008.3

3008.4

3008.5

3008.6

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND STATEMENTS

Candidates, political committees, citizen-service programs and Statehood
funds and their treasurers shall make best efforts to obtain, report and
maintain information required under Chapter 34 of this title.

With the exception of ANCs, all contributions, expenditures, debts,
contracts, and agreements shall be reported on separate schedules in the
R&E Report, in the following manner:

(a) On a form, prescribed by the Director; or
(b) In the format consistent with the form filed under §3008.2(a).

The R&E Report may be filed by computer diskette furnished by the
Director, as an alternative method of electronic filing; Provided, that the
original R&E Report, verified by the treasurer, is also filed.

Each contribution, rebate, refund, or any other receipt of $15 or more shall
be reported.

All receipts for contributions including in-kind contributions, ticket
purchases, dividend, interest, offsets to operating expenditures, including
rebates and refunds, transfers, and in the case of citizen-services
programs, personal property, shall be itemized and reported on the
appropriate sub-schedule of Schedule A in accordance with the
Instructions for preparing the R&E Report.

All receipts for loans made or guaranteed by the candidate or the
committee, or owed by the candidate or the comimittee, shall be itemized
and reported on the appropriate sub-schedule of Schedule E.






